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TREASURE VALLEY FOREST CARBON ASSESSMENT: 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Community forests can help Idaho become more resilient to a changing climate and 
limit risks to our economy and way of life. Natural systems, such as community 
forests in the Treasure Valley, offer immediate opportunities to reduce emissions 
of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide (CO2) that have led to rising temperatures, 
decreasing snowpack, and more frequent and intense wildfires.

Ecosystem Sciences Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, and Treasure Valley 
Canopy Network developed this report to better understand how the Treasure Valley’s 
forests can mitigate the effects of a changing climate. The Treasure Valley is a semi-
arid valley in southwestern Idaho that spans two counties (Ada and Canyon) and nine 
municipalities (including the state capital, Boise) and is home to roughly 40% of the 
state’s population.

To demonstrate the climate mitigation potential of local community forests, we 
evaluated the carbon impacts of four tree planting projects implemented in the 
Treasure Valley since 2013. Using protocols developed by City Forest Credits (http://
www.cityforestcredits.org/), we estimated the amount of carbon stored by these 
plantings and its value. 

This report builds on a 2013 assessment that found:
• Treasure Valley community forests collectively store 1.4 million metric 

tons of CO2 valued at $29 million.
• These community forests provide $9.4 million annually in economic 

benefits from improved air quality, decreased storm water runoff, and 
carbon storage.

• There are currently 2.4 million trees in the Treasure Valley, with room for 
twice that many. 



Key Recommendations:
• The Treasure Valley Canopy Network will work with existing partners to 

find additional resources for community tree plantings and maintenance.
• The Network will document the value of carbon and co-benefits (storm 

water, energy, and air quality) from tree planting projects.
• The Network will facilitate strategic planting projects with partners to 

secure carbon credits for sale to local buyers. Proceeds can be used to 
support local community forests.

Treasure Valley Forest Carbon:
An assessment of community forestry potential to 
mitigate the impacts of a changing climate

http://www.tvcanopy.net/forest-carbon/
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Key Findings:
• Project partners planted 8,275 trees since 2013.
• After 25 years, these trees can store 15,211 metric tons of CO2. This is an 

amount equivalent to taking 5,433 Treasure Valley drivers off the roads 
for one year.

• If these plantings had earned carbon credits, they would be worth between 
$304,226 and $532,395, which could have been used to defray the costs 
of planting and maintaining trees (perhaps up to 30%).

 

There is an opportunity to increase the pace and scope of tree planting and stewardship 
efforts here, but it will take an increase in investment. Carbon credits provide one 
potential tool for increasing this investment and the capacity for Treasure Valley forests 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

   

Community tree plantings help reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but they are not a 
panacea. Stabilizing our rising temperatures will take action by all of us to increase 
energy efficiency, decrease waste, and improve natural resource management. But 
planting a tree provides a tangible way that almost anyone can make a difference. And 
our community forests benefit us in many other ways, including cleaning the air we 
breathe and providing cool shade in the summer.

Tree-by-tree and step-by-step, individual Idahoans can make a difference in the face of 
a changing climate. Working together, we can do even more. 


